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Mary Z. Ashlock, Ph.D. is currently an Assistant Pro-
fessor in the Department of Communication at the Uni-
versity of Louisville. Her background is in organiza-
tional and corporate communication where she worked 
as a management consultant for thirteen years. She re-
turned to the classroom and teaches basic communica-
tion courses each year to keep a focus on the core princi-
ples of communication. 
William A. Brantley, Ph.D. currently works at the 
United States Office of Personnel Management in 
Washington, D.C. as a trainer and human resources 
data analyst. His background is in political communica-
tion and he is certified as a project management profes-
sional. He has taught basic communication courses and 
continues his teaching and research focus with commu-
nication and project management. 
Belle Edson, (Ph.D., University of Denver) is the Di-
rector of Undergraduate Studies and Core Courses in 
The Hugh Downs School of Human Communication at 
Arizona State University. 
Tara Franks (M.A., San Diego State University) are 
doctoral candidates in The Hugh Downs School of Hu-
man Communication at Arizona State University. 
T. Kody Frey is pursuing his Master’s degree in the 
School of Communication at Illinois State University. 
His research interests include communication education 
and instructional communication. His thesis, now in 
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progress, is testing the effects of peer feedback on stu-
dent speech outlines to determine whether that feed-
back can improve speech evaluation fidelity among stu-
dents and students’ state motivation. 
Laurie L. Haleta, Ph.D., is Professor and Department 
Head of Communication Studies and Theatre at South 
Dakota State University. She had taught a variety of 
communication courses including Instructional 
Methods, Organizational Communication, Small Group 
Communication, Communication Theory, and Public 
Speaking. Her research interests include the basic 
course, communication apprehension, impression for-
mation and instructor language use. 
Trisha K. Hoffman (M.A., Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville) is a doctoral candidates in The Hugh 
Downs School of Human Communication at Arizona 
State University.. 
John F. Hooker (Ph.D., Purdue University) is an As-
sistant Professor and Basic Course Co-Director in the 
School of Communication at Illinois State University. 
His research interests include instructional communica-
tion, communication education, graduate teaching assis-
tant training, the role of communication technologies in 
the teacher-student relationship, and assessment. 
Please contact John regarding this manuscript at 4480 
Communication, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 
61790, (309) 438-7578 or through e-mail at 
jfhooke@ilstu.edu  
Karla M. Hunter, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of 
Communication Studies and Theatre at South Dakota 
State University. In addition to teaching the basic 
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course, she teaches Interpersonal Communication, Com-
munication Theory, Small Group Communication and 
Political Communication. Her research interests include 
speech anxiety, political communication, and online 
learning environments. 
William Keith is a Professor at the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee. He has written widely about the his-
tory of democratic public participation in the US, as well 
as the history of communication pedagogy and discipli-
narity. His publications include Democracy as Discus-
sion (2007), “We Are the Speech Teachers” (2011), Public 
Speaking: Choices and Responsibility, with Christian 
Lundberg (2014) and with Pat Gehrke and William 
Keith, The Unfinished Conversation: 100 Years of Com-
munication Studies (2015). 
Luke LeFebvre is an Assistant Professor and Director 
of Public Speaking for the Program in Speech Commu-
nication at Iowa State University.  
Alisa Roost is the basic course director at Hostos 
Community College, a CUNY college in the South 
Bronx. She is the show director and stage manager for 
Netroots Nation. 
Cheri J. Simonds (Ph.D., University of Oklahoma) is a 
Professor and Basic Course Co-Director in the School of 
Communication at Illinois State University. Her re-
search interests include instructional communication, 
communication education, graduate teaching assistant 
training, and socio-emotional learning. She is the lead 
author on the basic course textbook entitled Public 
Speaking: Prepare, Present, Participate distributed by 
Pearson publishing.  
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Katherine B. Taylor, M.A., is the Director of Basic 
Courses in the Department of Communication at the 
University of Louisville. Her background is in theatre 
and speech and she has taught in the university envi-
ronment for over twenty-five years. She coordinates 
adjunct faculty and graduate students who are teaching 
the basic courses and she also teaches several basic 
communication courses each year.  
Sam Wallace (PhD Ohio State University, 1985) has 
been a faculty member in the Communication depart-
ment at the University of Dayton since 1982. A veteran 
basic course director, he is a long time member of the 
Basic Course Directors' Conference and was instrumen-
tal in the foundation of the Basic Communication 
Course Annual.  
Joshua N. Westwick, Ed.D., is an Assistant Professor 
of Communication Studies and Theatre and Director of 
the Basic Course at South Dakota State University. In 
addition to teaching the basic course, he teaches Gen-
eral Communication, Small Group Communication, and 
Instructional Methods. His research interests include 
instructional communication, communication apprehen-
sion, and the basic course.  
Anna M. Wright (M.S., Illinois State University) is the 
Director of Communication Education in the School of 
Communication at Illinois State University. Her re-
search interests include communication education, high 
school teacher training, socio-emotional learning, and 
anti-bullying education and she is the secretary for the 
Illinois Communication and Theater Association.  
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